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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSC-01 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 PM-05 
NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 /051W 

093287 241134Z/14 

R 231521Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7047 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE COPENHAGEN 5462 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PDIP, PGOV, DA 

SUBJECT: NEW DANISH AMBASSADOR TO PRAGUE 

1 . MFA'S CHIEF OF UN AND THIRD WORLD AFFAIRS, BENT 
HAAKONSEN, HAS BEEN NAMED AMBASSADOR TO CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 
HAAKONSEN HAS PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN BONN AND AT THE DANISH 
MISSION TO THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY. 

2. HAAKONSEN WAS BORN JANUARY 10, 1936, AND WAS 
EDUCATED AS A LAWYER. HE JOINED THE MFA IN 1961. 

HAAKONSEN IS PLEASANT, COURTEOUS, AND SYMPATHETIC 
TO THE US. HE LIKES TO BE THOROUGHLY PREPARED WHEN 
ADRESSING A SUBJECT, AND EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE FOUND 
HIM CIRCUMSPECT ALMOST TO A FAULT. HE IS ONE OF THE 
FEW POLITICALLY ACTIVE INDIVIDUALS IN THE MINISTRY 

AS HE IS PROMINENT IN THE RADICAL LIBERAL PARTY IN HIS COUNTY 
AND HAS BEEN AN UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE FOR 
PARLIAMENT. HAAKONSEN IS MARRIED AND HAS ONE CHILD. 

3. HAAKONSEN'S PREDECESSOR. AMBASSADOR G.S. MELLBINE, 

IS RETURNING TO COPENHAGEN WHERE HE WILL ASSUME 
CHARGE OF THE MFA'S LEGAL DEPARTMENT. 
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